ARCHITECTURE OF ISRAEL

ARCHITECTURE AND INTERIOR DESIGN QUBRTERLY
: 1 !

b

2000

THE HOLY SEPULCHER, DOMES. PAINTING BY ARCHITECT D. A. BRUTZKUS, 1976

PRICE: $15




Sunrise Hotel, Kibbutz Eilot.
The desert view has its own unique
charm, yet after a cross couniry

Journey, the tourist's attention is
firmly focused on the waler.

Architeclure of Israel na. 40 - Hotels along the Red Sea
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Sunrise Hotel, Kibbutz Eilot.

At the center of the hotel sits a huge
pyramid-shaped steel and glass
structure (the largest of its kind in
Israel), around which are set the
hotel’s main functions.

hitecture of Israel no. 40 - Holeis along the Red Sea
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BETWEEN THE COMFORTS OF EILAT

AND THE BEAUTY OF DAHAB

Rachel Ben-Aharon

Architecture of Israel no, 40 - Hotels along the Red Sea

Sunrise Hotel, Kibbutz Eilot

he main attraction of tha resort of Eilat is the Red
Sea. The deserl has iis own unique charm, but alter a cross country
journey, the tourist's attention Is firmly locused on the water. Being
some klomelers from tha beach, tha Sunrse Holel at kibbutz Eilol
prasents the need to offer altemnative lacilities for touris!s. However,
given thal the tourisis often choosa the hotels poalside over the
lown's crowded beaches, tha
problem is not unsolvable.
Henca, the archilecture of tha
larger beachirant hotels in Edat is
ofien drawn lrom the creation al
thrilling fantasies of exolic beaches
in all thelr imaginary aspecls. The
Sunrisa Hotel has also employed
this guiding principla in designing
fhe "Blua Boulevard™, a walery irall
of swimming pools, aguariums, a
stream, @& founlain and an
ormamenial pool, connecling the
hotel's components, The boulevard
Iz dasigned to grant tho guest a
feeling of closeness to the waler.
Al the center of the holsl sits a
huge pyramid-shaped stesl and
glass structura, the largest of its
kind in Israel, around which are sal
tha hotel's main lunclions.

Passage through the
pyramid's difterant lavels is angled;
at the canler is the swimming pool,
a celebration of waterlalls, desert
boulders and fropical plars.

The pyramid structure
complies, al least poelically, with
the desert landscapa. it gives @
sense ol coolness and serenily, a
mirage sel in the desert. s
locatlon at Kibbutz Elot and lhe
allemaltive theme of a "desar city”,
defines its horizomal marphology.
Two hundred and sevenly six, lwo-
slorey residential constructions are
spread over a modest 8 acra plot.
The alieys, reminiscent ol 1he
casbah, sofien the transition {rom the air-conditioned rooms to the
arid exterior. With a litthe imagination, the bulldings, construcied
around roofed patios, recall a Morth Alrican township reinforcing the
idea of an “oasis city.”

According 1o the architects, budgetary consiraints meant
fthat many elemants in the landscape development, such as stone
paving, shading pergolas and lountains, are yel to be bulll. The
serene deserl, the service and the abundant food, combing to make
up for the absence of any sea.

Sunrise Holel, Kibbutz Eilat,

Reminiscent of a casbah, the afleys soften the fransilion
fram the air-conditioned roams fo the and exterior,

This page: A ‘deser! oasis’ square.

Architect: N. 5. Tito Architecis.

Frojeet Architeet: Alex Kropitzki, 1993,
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BETWEEN THE COMFORTS OF EILAT

AND THE BEAUTY OF DAHAB

Rachel Ben-Aharon

Architecture of Israel no. 40 - Holels along the Red Sea

Sunrise Hotel, Kibbutz Eilot

he main attraction of the resort of Eilat is the Red
Sea. The deseri has its own unique charm, but after a cross country
journey, the tourist's attention is firmly focused an the water. Being
some kilometers from the beach, the Sunrise Hotel at kibbutz Eilot
presents the need to offer alternative facilities for tourists. However,
given that the tourists often choose the hotel's poolside over the
town's crowded beaches, the
problem is not unsolvable.
Hence, the architecture of the
larger beachfront hotels in Eilat is
often drawn from the creation of
thrilling fantasies of exotic beaches
in all their imaginary aspects. The
Sunrise Hotel has also employed
this guiding principle in designing
the "Blue Boulevard®, a watery trail
of swimming pools, aquariums, a
stream, a fountain and an
ornamental pool, connecting the
hotel's components. The boulevard
is designed to grant the guest a
feeling of closeness to the water.
At the center of the hotel sits a
huge pyramid-shaped steel and
glass structure, the largest of its
kind in Israel, around which are set
the hotel's main functions.

Passage through the
pyramid's different levels is angled;
at the center is the swimming pool,
a celebration of walerfalls, desert
boulders and tropical plants.

The pyramid structure
complies, at least postically, with
the desert landscape. It gives a
sense of coolness and serenity, a
mirage set in the desert. Iis
location at Kibbutz Eilot and the
alternative theme of a "desert city”,
defines its horizontal morphology.
Two hundred and seventy six, two-
storey residential constructions are
spread over a modest 8 acre plot.
The alleys, reminiscent of the
casbah, soflen the transition from the air-conditioned rooms to the
arid exterior. With a little imagination, the buildings, constructed
around roofed patios, recall a North African township reinforcing the
idea of an "oasis city."

According to the architects, budgetary constraints meant
that many elements in the landscape development, such as stone
paving, shading pergolas and fountains, are yet to be built. The
serene desert, the service and the abundant food, combine to make
up for the absence of any sea.

Sunrise Hotel, Kibbutz Eilot.

Reminiscent of a casbah, the alleys soften the transition
from the air-conditioned rooms to the arid exterior.

This page: A 'desert oasis' square.

Architect: N. S. Tito Architects.

Project Architect: Alex Kropitzki, 1999.
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